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Bishop H. A. Ginder
(right), Moderator of the
General Conference for
the 1971-1972 year, inducts into the moderator's office for the 19721974 Biennium, Bishop
C. B. Byers.
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Bishops-elect for the
1972-1978 term with their
wives following the Consecration Service—left to
right: Bishop Henry and
Martha Ginder; Bishop
Charlie and Ruth Byers;
Bishop Roy and Dorothy
Sider; Bishop David and
Dorcas Climenhaga; and
Bishop Donald and Marlene Shafer.
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General Conference
Secretary Owen H. Alderfer (right), installs Arthur
M. Climenhaga as General Conference Secretary-elect. Dr. Climenhaga will assume the
office of Secretary upon
Dr. Alderfer's completion
of term.

From the Editor
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This is the annual issue of the Visitor when we attempt
to capture for our readers and record for posterity a bit of
the spirit of the General Conference. (We let the
reporting of the decisions and actions of the conference to
the delegate reports and the minutes).
We do this by word and by photograph. Our "word"
this year comes for a pastor, Dale Allison, pastor of the
Refton Congregations; a layman — rather a laywoman
— Bonnie Frey, from the Zion congregation; and a
church administrator, Bishop C. B. Byers who will serve
as moderator for the 1972-1974 Biennium.
The article by H. H. Brubaker which begins on page
eight is longer than our articles usually are but we believe
its contents justify an exception to our usual policy. It is
a moving message on fellowship as it relates to the
missionary thrust of the church. If I had any authority to
make articles required reading I would use k in respect to
this one.
It is not all General Conference. There is a report from
Messiah College regarding Explo '72. Some of you may
miss the Religious News. It will be back next issue.
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Mission Budget

C. B. Byers

The church's support of the missions program can be
viewed from a number of different points of view. In
interest, prayer, and participation, our people become a
vital part of the witness to which Christ calls us. One of
the tangible barometers of the church's "missions pulse"
is a check of its response to the missions budget.
A check of the statistics at the end of the first half of
1972 shows that 31% of the missions budget had been
received. This compares to previous years as follows:
Year
1972
1971
1970
1969

Percentage
as of May 30
31.0%
30.1%
29.9%
32.3%

Total Budget
For That Year
$447,090
429,595
409,052
385,898

Those interested in getting a wider perspective on
Missions in the '70s might wish to read the following:
Fellowship in the Gospel — 1972 (Yearbook of
Brethren in Christ Missions)
The Validity of the Christian Mission, by Elton
Trueblood (Harper)

REFLECTIONS
from page sixteen

would say quite plainly that the church is not content to
be fighting a rear guard action, defending positions, and
playing it safe within the confines of the established
church. Rather, it is determined to be in the vanguard, to
take the offensive, "in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation."
The very theme of the first Biennial Conference in
1974, "The Church Before A Waiting World" speaks to
the concern that the church discern and fulfill her mission
to our generation.
So now we work, and pray, and wait.
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Editorial
The 102nd Annual Conference
T T WOULD have been possible to have heard most
•'•anything at the past General Conference.
There was grass-roots participation — there were
situations controlled by the Boards and the structure.
There was a great sense of unity — there were areas of
obvious polarization.
The church was taking a step backward — it portends
a new day and enlarged opportunities.
These paradoxes reflect the breadth and sweep of the
conference. It was a significant conference. Significant in
actions taken, directions moved, and in the spirit
manifested.
The conference sought to be relevant. The world was
on the agenda. The facts of life were part of the docket.
This concern related to membership consideration; a
restudy of the church'.s attitude towards the divorced and
remarried; the relation of Messiah College and the
denomination; the providing for the older in retirement
and in time of need; the frequency of the General
Conference, and the emphasis on evangelism.
No doubt some could think of items which could well
have been on the agenda but were not. There must be
priorities. It is priorities which ultimately judge a person
and a group. Are we dealing with first rate issues or have
we opted for second rate matters?
The conference sought to be faithful. When the world
is on the agenda, the Scriptures must be the point of
reference for decisions and action. There was a sincere
effort to do this. What becomes obvious is that Scripture
itself needs a unifying theme of interpretation.
The actions of the conference leave many questions
unanswered. The effect of a Biennial Conference in
contrast to the annual conference is not really known.
The new relation of the college and church is for us an
unknown road. The understanding of church membership
as approved at this conference leaves fewer items spelled
out in detail.
All of this calls for more trust in one another. When we
relinquish our dependence on legalism it must be
replaced by a dependence upon brotherhood. We must
care for each other and support each other. We need to
talk to each other and more important hear each other.
The term brotherhood needs to take on added
significance and take on a deeper meaning as a result of
the 102nd General Conference. A membership covenant
will have little meaning unless the covenant is taken
seriously and covenant is a brotherhood word.
The differences which we have will polarize us unless
we all together turn to the Scriptures and hear what these
Scriptures say to us. In turning to the Scriptures we need
as well to listen for what God may be saying to us
through each other.
We are geographically scattered as a people. Nearly
3000 miles separate the more distant congregations East
and West. Nearly 2000 miles and a national boundary
separate us North and South. More than miles are
involved. Different areas of the church approach life and
situations differently — some are aggressive, others are
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cautious. Some are traditional, others are contemporary.
Some find significance in our historic distinctives, others
see the future calling for identification with the broader
stream of evangelicalism. Some see structure and institutions as a hindrance and a weight, others see these as
necessary to conserve the work of the Spirit. Some of us
are old and some are young.
These differences are not new. They neither were born
nor did they for the first manifest themselves at the recent
conference. What is significant is that decisions of this
conference make it more crucial that we recognize these
facts and cause these differences to enrich our common
life rather than polarize it.
For a generation the things we have done together have
bound us1 together. The emphasis has been upon our
common task rather than a common theology. For the
long pull it will take more than a common task to hold a
group together. For one's task is ultimately determined
by one's theology.
If we will be together in a common task in this
generation and the next we will need to give more
attention to a common theology. Our understanding of
brotherhood and our understanding of the lordship of
Christ will have a crucial effect on our understanding of
the ministry and our mission as a church.
This, I believe, came through at the 102nd General
Conference.
Z

The Other Side of the Coin
The coin of faith has two sides.
The one side says that faith is that element on our part
which enables God to meet our needs and grant us our
desires. "If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you
could say to this sycamine tree, "Be rooted up, and be
planted in the sea," and it would obey you."
This emphasis on faith places God's power at our
disposal — and the usual logic is that what we desire of
God we can have if we have sufficient faith and if it is His
will. Finding it difficult to believe that those things we
seek are not His will we assume that failure to receive is a
lack of faith.
The other side of the coin states that faith is faithfulness to God's will. We need to read the entire eleventh
chapter of Hebrews before we quit. Those who escaped
the edge of the sword did not have more faith than those
who were sawn in two. This side of the coin says that
faith is not primarily measured by God's intervention for
our deliverance but rather by our commitment in spite of
consequences. Faith is not so much in evidence by getting
God to do our will as it is in getting ourselves to do His.
The expression of faith in the Garden when Christ
asked that the cup be removed—and it wasn't—is just as
valid as that which we see at Bethany when He said,
"Lazarus, come forth" and he did.

Conference Observations

"They Are
Brethren
in
Christ"
W. Dale Allison
T WENT to the 102nd Annual General Conference with
-*• certain expectations and a degree of excitement. I was
excited about the issues and changes to be discussed. I
was expecting long, rather contested discussions,on some
of the issues. Out of this came new observations as I
attended the sessions. ^(1) I observed that the concern for listening to the
"younger generation" has also invaded the Brethren in
Christ Church. In my earlier acquaintance with the
brotherhood, I felt that often floor discussion came from
only the older brethren. Today, younger men are placed
in office on boards, committees, to the bishopric, and
their opinions and concerns are welcomed. The younger
respect the older, and the older respect the younger.
That's real fellowship in the gospel!
(2) I observed that the women are becoming more
involved and given a voice as delegates. It seemed to me
there were more woman delegates than at any previous
conference. This does not say we are becoming "women
liberators" as such. It says rather that we recognize
women's freedom in Christ and that in the fellowship of
the gospel there is neither male nor female.
(3) I observed some very important changes taking
place carefully. By "carefully" I mean that both sides of
the issues were thoroughly considered. It seems to me
The writer is pastor of the Refton congregation (see Church News,
July 25 issue). He served during the Conference as secretary of the
Nominating Committee.

that in the Brethren in Christ Church, progressive
visionaries and stalwart anchormen are constantly blending their understanding of the faith. I pray this may ever
continue, for one cannot effectively exist without the
other. In God's kingdom there is need and room for both
— in fact, these are a must. Issues and needs today
demand immediate attention yet carefulness is so very
important. We dare not decide in haste and regret in
leisure.
(4) I observed that we are working hard at developing
an intricate balance between "soul conscience" and
"social conscience." This, to me, is the balance that must
be apparent between preaching the Good News of soul
salvation through Christ and living the Good News of
social justice and freedom from oppression through a
"cup of cold water" in the name of Christ. The Peace and
Social Concerns Commission fills a significant position
here. I pray that continued discussion and discovery of
God's will in these tumultuous times will be evident.
(5) I observed that we can shock each other and
recover from it. We can disagree amicably. The hand
clapping on some issues at first caused me to defensively
wonder. Then I began to develop a sense of appreciation
for those who were able to openly express their feelings
and inner emotions, even on the opposing side of the way
I felt. For until one can express how he feels publically
and privately, he is not really open to hear or accept a
corrective or enlightening view. I hope that we will
always lovingly allow brethren to express themselves
freely and accept each person's view with respect.
(6) I observed that the Conference delegates are
constantly calling for the Church to consider present day
issues and take an official position on current problems.
In a word, they want as "laymen" to have a voice, to be
represented as delegates, to speak from the "grassroots." Therefore, we need to clearly let delegates know
the proper channels of raising new issues before conference. We cannot assume they automatically know
these channels. I think the idea of open forums as a part
of Biennial Conference will have great merit.
(7) I observed that we are sold on evangelistic outreach
to all levels of society. Certainly this involves risk that
will change our approach; but, praise God, it need not
condemn or doom us. Naturally our learning how to
accept people from the byways, broken homes, broken
marriages, etc., will broaden our scope of God's love and
increase our compassion toward their difficulties. It will
change some of our inexperienced and unchallenged
ideas; but it will not, I believe, change our devotion to the
"whole counsel of God." God will not let us move in the
wrong direction as long as we move in the name of Christ
and on His orders.
In conclusion I want to say that I love and appreciate
the Brethren in Christ Church. I would not, as a young
minister, wish to be anywhere else. Why? Because to me
the Brethren in Christ are biblical, they are open-minded,
they are willing to listen, they are balanced, they are updating themselves, they are evangelistic, they are
broadening their horizons, they are committed to the
unchanging principles of the Word, they are listening to
each other — they are "brethren in Christ."
Evangelical Visitor
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(Reading clockwise beginning at 12 o'clock.) The Conference clerical
staff: Robert Bushnell, Paul Hostetier, Jerry Zook, Luke Keefer, Jr., H. A.
Ginder, Owen Alderfer, and David Climenhaga D Moderator Ginder
makes a point kindly but firmly • Assistant Moderator Climenhaga
gives opportunity for more discussion — if it's really necessary D With
his ninth and final General Conference almost history Conference
Secretary Alderfer brings appropriate and moving remarks upon the
conclusion of his two terms in that office D The five current bishops
with Bishop Philemon Kumaio and their wives D Although nowhere
reaching the proportion of the membership in the church, women
delegates were there and did make their presence felt and their voices
heard. Here they pose for a group picture D Delegates twenty-five years
of age or younger • Delegates 70 years of age or older D P. W.
McBeth presenting the Conference Sermon "The Gospel" D Hostdirector Louis Cober ran everything efficiently including his announcements and all with a dash of humor • Host Bishop J. N.
Hostetter completes his term as bishop of the Central Conference by
hosting what may well be an historic conference — the final annual
conference. He and his staff practiced second-mile hospitality.
to page seven
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A Layman Looks at Conference

Proud
to

Belong
Bonnie Frey
wheat harvest and General Conference do
K;•ANSAS
not mix very well. So the people in our area do not

usually get to Conference unless they are delegates and
make special preparation to go. So it had been twenty
years since my husband and I had been to a General
Conference. It was with a sense of anticipation that we
arrived at the lovely camp in Ohio. The following is not
intended as a profound report of the conference but some
of my feelings about it and my church.
I really felt a bit lost as I saw so many unfamiliar
faces. There is no get-acquainted or warm-up session so
one must do it on his own. Perhaps a loosely structured
first session for non-delegates would add to Wednesday's
program. I had also thought that there would be
programs scheduled each day during the business
sessions and to me, this is one area of conference that
could be developed and would aid in our fellowship. I
also missed seeing more of the young people. Except for
quizzing, they were almost completely absent from our
fellowship unless we sought them out to be with them.
Surely there would be more ways to share in their
spontaneity, their openness, and their ideas. We did enjoy
one after-church session in the tent where they invited
adults to be with them.
Our own children had been part of conference-quizzing
at times and so it was with keen anticipation that I
observed this. I was impressed with how well the quizzers
did with difficult material, Rev. Witter's relaxed way of
working with them, and the beauty of their attitudes and
their coaches whether winning or loosing. They surely
had something to say to us in the "lovefeast" atmosphere
of their final quiz. Instead of bemoaning the possible loss
of Biannual conference quizzing, how about some
promoting of quizzing at regional youth camps, camp
meetings, or conferences? This would involve many more
youth than the few who get to conference to quiz.
Highlights of the conference were seeing friends whom
we had not seen for many years and feeling a genuine
Christian warmth in these contacts. Perhaps the most
The writer, with her husband and family, are members of the Zion
congregation, a rural church north of Abilene, Kansas.

meaningful was sharing in depth and opening our hearts
to several of them thus strengthening bonds of love and
concern for one another. We felt keen excitement in
hearing from these friends how God is working in a new
way in various places in our brotherhood.
For a brief note about the business sessions I would
like to use a summary of my husband's opinions as a
delegate. He says, "I was impressed with the ability of
the moderator and the secretary to handle business and
their use of parliamentary rules in keeping things orderly.
I saw very little evidence of 'grass-roots involvement'
although we did hear a lot about it. Most of the business
seems to be controlled by boards, committees, and
sponsors. Perhaps this is the only way it can be. To get
the opinions of people, the church will need to get to
various regions and hold hearings. I felt like most of the
discussion was good with some tedium. The spirit
between delegates was real good with never any evidence
of hard feelings or derogatory remarks although there
were some very strong feelings about some issues.
Generally there was enough time allowed for discussion
which was done by a small minority of the delegates. I
was in general agreement with the actions but feel that as
a church, we are weak on the peace issue. I was
disappointed with some of the promotional spots. Next
time, I'll buy that cushion sooner!"
Perhaps the most important thing that happened to us
at conference was that our feelings about the church were
clarified for us. After many years of loyally supporting
the church, we have, for quite some time, been concerned
about our place in it and whether we had any ministry in
our church as we knew it. But as we met many people
who shared our same concerns, who also were struggling
to rethink old and comfortable ideas and beliefs, trying to
be open to change, but most of all, people who were
willing to love each other in spite of widely diversified
feelings about lifestyle, the Vietnam war, church standards, or what have you, we felt a new sense of
community with the brethren. We feel proud to belong to
a church which is willing to grapple with relevant issues
and to listen and learn from each other.
I especially enjoyed visiting with some of the young
people and being forced to consider further my views on
the war, nationalism, and the stewardship of money.
These young folks really do have something to say to us
— they are deeply disappointed because they feel that the
church is afraid to listen. They are eager to keep on
probing us. We should thank God for them.
Perhaps the high point of the conference for both of us
was the consecration of the Bishops and the charge given
them by our beloved Bishop Swalm. As I observed the
five spouses and six children involved, I did some serious
thinking and wondered if we as a church are not exacting
a pretty high price for their leadership. I seriously
wondered if there could not be found a way for them to
be with their families more. (Perhaps instead of calling
their wives to greater commitment, we could review the
necessity of some of their present duties that call them
away from home!) The warmth and love felt in this
service paralleled the morning communion service when
many were deeply moved and this is as it should be.
Should not this experience of love and caring be with
us each time we meet, and even more important, should it
not permeate our lives and lead us into new paths of
service? This cannot really happen until we open our
hearts and lives anew to the Holy Spirit and He comes to
us afresh bringing new love, liberation, and a new sense
of direction in our personal lives. This is the real hope of
our church, and without it, all programs, all plans, all
promotions . . . all else will fail.
Evangelical Visitor
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(continued from page five)
(Clockwise beginning at twelve o'clock) Don Shafer, Beth
Frey, Clarence Lehman, and John Hawbaker interrogate
Messiah College and Niagara Christian College administrators on the future of Brethren in Christ higher
education D Myron and Pauline Tweed, Bethel College
(Ind.), present at the conference for the Church Music
Seminar on Wednesday, sing for the conference body on
Wednesday evening D The Sterns, Aaron (left) and Ira,
pastor and missionary respectively, follow program
closely D Not all important matters are discussed on the
floor of conference; some are discussed on the
grounds • Conference had its suburbia and its inner-city.
Suburbia was the camping grove with lodge and conveniences
where camping families gathered at the end of a long
day — a great addition to Memorial Camp! D Men present
at conference who were ordained or whose previous ordination was recognized during the past year — left to right: Jerel
Book, Robert Ives, Samuel Hollingsworth, Atlee Hershberger,
Marvin Keller, Clair Shenk, Dwayne Hulett, and Dale
Shaw D The Board for Missions in session in the new lodge
in the new camping area • The folk group from Messiah, the
Ichthys, added inspiration to many sessions and events of the
Conference D Miss Edith Schryer, now in her eighty-seventh
year, who first invited P. W. McBeth to attend Sunday school,
was present to hear the Conference Sermon D C. O.
Wittlinger, Church Archivist, speaks from the conference
floor • Philemon Kumalo, bishop of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Rhodesia, shared in the conference. Following
conference he with Rev. Hem Paul, India, and Rev. Sampson
Mudenda, Zambia, visited areas of the church prior to attending the Ninth Mennonite World Conference, Curitiba, Brazil.

Message presented at the Commissioning Service on the Sunday
afternoon of General Conference.

Fellowship in the Gospel
H. H. Brubaker
WOULD BE interesting and profitable to go into a
I Tstudy
of the origin and meaning of the word fellowship.

For the sake of brevity, we will confine ourselves to a few
brief remarks. The word fellowship comes from Middle
English and suggests the idea of "fee paid" in a mutual
sharing, a partnership involving more than one.
Fellowship then is a two-way experience. Phillips'
translation renders Phillipians 1:4 "My constant prayers
for you are a real joy, for they bring back to my mind
how we have worked together for the gospel from the
earliest days until now."
We wish to consider our subject under three main
headings: (1) The early church concept and practice of
fellowship, (2) The gathered fellowship, and (3) The
scattered fellowship.
Let us turn now to the concept and practice of
fellowship in the early church. Bishop Ginder, in his
Moderator's Message, was entirely correct when he
stated "Fellowship in the Gospel is really a call to the
new life in Christ." This call is centered in a unique
Person for particular, exclusive fellowship. At once
prestigious and glorious, yet it is the fellowship of the
Cross and suffering. The Apostle Paul recognized this
eternal truth when he said, "That I may know him, and
the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable
unto his death." Fellowship in the Gospel has many
disciplines, of which the Cross is the most important.
The fellowship of the early church was of, and in, the
Holy Spirit. It was a spiritual enterprise, a gathering for
spiritual benefits. It was a fellowship of brotherhood with
an outgoing concern for others. I John 1:3 in Phillips'
translation states "We want you to be with us in this — in
this fellowship with the Father, and Jesus Christ his Son.
We must write and tell you about it, because the more the
fellowship extends, the greater the joy it brings to us who
are already in it." There was a natural mutuality of
interest and concern which drew the early church
together in four distinct activities. "They met constantly
to hear the apostles teach, and to share in the common
life, to break bread, and to pray." (Acts 2:42, New
English Bible).
The apostolic church was a mutual aid society. It dealt
with the needs of the whole man. This correct understanding of fellowship enabled the early church to deal
correctly with the distribution of goods as recorded in
Acts 6. We have no way of knowing how long it was from
the time the murmuring started until the matter was
settled, but we know how many words were needed to
record the whole business. According to the King James
Bible, exactly 154.
Rev. H. H. Brubaker has had a long and honored ministry to the
Brethren in Christ Church including twenty-nine years with the church
in Africa where he served for many of those years as superintendent
and bishop. He, with his wife, Grace, now reside in Upland, Calif,
where they are members of the Upland congregation.
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The quality of the fellowship is shown in instructing
Apollos, a non-seminary brother I suppose, who did not
have the full course on the subject of baptism (see Acts
18:24-26). Fellowship in the Gospel brings acceptance of
a brother who was under the cloud of a bad past. If ever a
man needed an understanding friend, Saul did when he
tried to join the headquarters club in Jerusalem after his
conversion. This gracious act on the part of Barnabas
stands out as one of the greatest examples of what one
brother can be to another (see Acts 9:26-30).
The fellowship in the Gospel as practiced by the early
church was a rallying point when under the test of
persecution. Hear the words of Scripture: "After their
release the apostles went back to their friends and
reported what the chief priests and elders had said unto
them. When they heard it they raised their voices to God
in united prayer."
Let me conclude our study on fellowship in the early
church by two observations. The early church did not
have a women's fellowship, a men's fellowship, or a
youth fellowship as an arm of the church. The church was
a fellowship. We seem to need coffee and tea to lubricate
our fellowship, and donuts and cookies to fortify our
intentions to love one another. Also, I observe frequent
reference made to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the
early church. It could well be that both the quality and
quantity of our fellowship would be improved if we gave
Him greater place amongst us.
We come now to address ourselves on the church
gathered in the fellowship of the Gospel. This is a
commissioning service. This suggests commissioners and
commissioned. In one sense we are each a part of the
other for we all share fellowship and responsibility in the
Gospel. We are all under divine orders.
Below: Mrs. Lester Haines (left) presenting to Mrs. Doyle Book a
check in the amount of S12.006.04 representing funds contributed by
WMPC groups towards the renovation of the Missionary Home,
Grantham, Pa. Mrs. Book represents the next family who will be
moving into the home.

The "Commissioning line," which stretched across the front of the
auditorium, bridged age lines, and represented those going to "Samaria"
as well as to the "uttermost parts."

What are these divine orders? They are two-fold. Luke
24:49, in the words of the Master Commissioner, states
"Tarry ye . . . until." Robert H. Glover, who had long
experience in China as a practicing missionary and at
home in wide and wise missionary administration, in his
book Bible Basis of Missions states:
We are accustomed to speak of Christ's one post-resurrection
command — the Great Commission. In reality He gave two: the
one, "Go Ye;" the other, "Tarry Ye." At first thought these
may seem contradictory the one to the other. Actually they are
not so, but were complementary the one to the other. And both
were of the same vital import. To "go" without first "tarrying"
would make the going in vain. On the other hand, to "tarry"
without then going would make the tarrying spurious. If surprise
may be expressed that those disciples should be told to tarry, in
view of the current evils of the day, the pressing need for the
Gospel, and the urgency of soul-winning, the answer is that from
the spiritual point of view all their efforts would be absolutely
futile without that which the coming of the Holy Spirit was to
bring to them. Thus it was quite as essential for them to tarry as
it was afterwards for them to go. In other words, Christian
Missions and Pentecost were inseparably related — Pentecost
being the essential preparation for missions, and missions being
the logical and inevitable result of Pentecost.

We come now to look at ourselves. We are all
involved. There are disciplines for all. I observe these
words on the Program: "This commissioning will involve
pastors of the sending congregations." I understand what
is meant; however, for the purposes of my thought, I
would like to add to the list. It will involve bishops,
deacons, laymen of all ranks, church boards, finance
committees of every congregation of the brotherhood,
the personnel directors and personnel of every activity of
the brotherhood. It will have implications for every
father and mother of the brotherhood. In one way or
another it must involve every one who claims to share in
the fellowship of the Gospel. So then there are disciplines
for those who tarry at home, and for those who go to
more distant places. If we cannot abide the disciplines of
the "Tarry Ye" fellowship, there is no reason to think we
will be able to abide the disciplines of the "Go Ye"
fellowship.
Fellowship is a fellow-feeling which goes much deeper
than any physical contact or expression from the lips. It
makes us soul brothers. A characteristic of fellowship is
that it often requires patience and restraint. Since
fellowship in the Gospel is a voluntary relationship it will
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mean that a certain amount of energy will have to be
spent in keeping it alive and healthy. We will have to
make a real effort to avoid ruffling people's feelings, and
on the other hand soothing hurt feelings and clarifying
misunderstood actions or comments. All this is part of
fellowship in the Gospel, and may I say quite pointedly,
demands the constant prayerful attention of us all.
And now may I speak from my heart to you who are
called to be a part of the scattered fellowship? Fifty years
ago I left the United States to become a part of that
fellowship. If we can share together some experiences
and come to some helpful understandings of the substance of fellowship in the Gospel as related to you who
are called to respond to the "Go Ye," we shall be
satisfied.
Let me first discuss the paradox of the scattered
fellowship. Christ stated the paradox when he said,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die it
bringeth forth much fruit." (John 12:24) In Acts 8 we
have the account of the church being scattered by great
persecution. Fellowship in death and scattering! Glory
and blessing in being pulled up and being sent out! What
a contradiction of terms! How can this be? Peter and the
other disciples could not understand, nor can the natural
man today. However, this is the fellowship in the Gospel
to which bur Lord calls us. Come with me now as I pull
aside memory's curtain.
Forty-eight years ago the Mtshabezi Mission planted
about five thousand eucalyptus trees. This was an effort
involving a few missionaries and a number of Africans.
Mary E. Heisey with some school girls sowed the seed
and cared for the seedlings. The African men plowed and
prepared the ground. Bunu Ncube and I, crawling on our
hands and knees across the acreage, planted the small
trees. All this was involved in the fellowship. Where was
the glory and blessing? These trees were planted along the
Mtshabezi River. As they grew larger they produced
seeds, some of which fell into the river and were carried
down stream. These seeds sprouted and took root. I am
told that for about one hundred miles, scattered along the
banks of the river, are stately eucalyptus — standing
alone in glory and grandeur — witnessing to a fellowship
of Africans and Americans which took place up river.
In spite of all we may hear to the contrary, fellowship
in the Gospel does penetrate racial and cultural
to page ten

Impressive to sight and hearing was the commissioning prayer prayed
by representatives (pastors and deacons) of the home congregation
as they laid on hands and prayed audibly and simultaneously.

Bishop C. B. Byers, bishop of the Atlantic Conference, listens as Bishop
Philemon Kumalo, bishop of the Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia,
shares with him.

FELLOWSHIP
from page nine

differences. One evening we were sitting by a campfire
after evening prayers at one of our outstations with a
small group of African Christian men. We had talked
until about midnight. The subject was pagan customs, the
Gospel, and its power, I was the only white person in the
group. We had used up our supply of wood. The campfire
had gone out. I was getting cold in the winter night air.
The conversation died out. Suddenly as with a start one
of the African men said, "Tonight we forgot there was a
white person here." In one common concern for the one
family of God in Christ, fellowship "scrubbed out" all
sense of color and culture.
Fellowship in the Gospel is redemptive. This can only
be achieved at and through Calvary. It is here that men
are brought into right relations with God and their
fellows. It is here that we again have one of the paradoxes
of the Gospel: a love that is self-realizing by first being
self-destroying. It is, to use Dr. Lloyd Morgan's
memorable phrase, "disintegration at a lower level to
achieve integration at a higher." Calvary love is the only
effective catharsis for strained, bound-up relationships
which sometimes hinder fellowship in the Gospel.
We have with us in this General Conference two
African brethren who are living testimony of the redemptive power of the Gospel and the fellowship it brings.
Some thirty years ago it was arranged that the Reverend
Ndabenduku Dhlodhlo, who is a member of the
Amandebele tribe in Rhodesia, should go to the Batonga
in Zambia to conduct a series of evangelistic services.
Now his forefathers, about sixty years before, had been
making frequent raids to the Batonga, killing and
plundering. He was a little apprehensive as to his possible
reception by the Batonga. In his first message he said,
"My forefathers came with spears and knobkerries to kill
and plunder. I have come with the Gospel, a message of
love and redemption in Christ." Brother Dhlodhlo was
graciously received by old and young, non-Christian and
Christian. If you wish to know which of these brethren
here today represents the plunderers and which
represents the plundered, you ask them.
This final thought on the redemptive ministry of
fellowship — caring enough about our brother to take the
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redemptive role for his sake. An earlier membership
covenant of the Brethren in Christ had several questions
in this connection. They were based on Matthew 18:1622. The great truth of John 3:16 is that God cared enough
to love us so much that he gave his only begotten Son.
What a message there is in the instance of a lonely God in
Eden caring enough to seelc out Adam, who with a sense
of shame and estrangement had hidden himself. The
great message we must e,ver get across is that we care. If
the people to whom we seek to minister can feel we care,
they will find us acceptable.
The undertaking we are set upon here this afternoon
will require faith and courage. There are some hazards.
There will be some testings. There will be rewards and
satisfactions. These we shall take up later. In 1922 Roy
and Grace Mann and I were being prepared for service in
Africa. We were young. We were inexperienced and no
doubt more than a little naive. Someone said to us after
our arrival in Africa, "As I looked at you and thought of
what you are facing, I said to myself, 'they are being led
as lambs to the slaughter.' " Now of course that
prophecy did not come true. We were not slaughtered,
and we grew up to develop some rather unlamblike
characteristics, I am sure some would say.
That there should be risks and challenges in this
enterprise is exactly the way its Founder intended it
should be. Read his commissioning instructions; note the
language He uses. "If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it."
Discipleship requires the discipline of cost. All this is to
say that this commissioning service has a price tag, for
the commissioners and the commissioned. Let there be
no mistake about it.
We now come to the last part of the paradox, "But if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit." David Livingstone, just
one hundred years ago and less than two months before
he died, wrote "Nothing earthly will make me give up my
work in despair. I encourage myself in the Lord my God
and go forward." A few days later at Chitambo's Village
in Central Africa he was found dead on his knees at his
bedside. The loneliness of the scattered fellowship. The
cost of falling into the ground and dying that Africa
might know freedom and fellowship in the Gospel.
Listen to these words describing the death of Jesse
Engle, the founder of the church's work in Africa. "All
to page twelve

Mrs. Lester Haines, treasurer of WMPC, presents a check of $2,686
to Charles Musser for the church in Nicaragua. This money was raised
by the Junior Prayer Bands.
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George Kimber
A FTER two years of extensive planning, Explo '72 has
•**• become a reality and now history. The event has been
the object of much comment, both negative and positive.
Negativism was expressed in such comments as, "It's just
a promotional scheme for Campus Crusade International"; "Just another opportunity for youth to go on a
'thrill kick' "; "The whole thing is too surface; it has no
theological depth"; "There was no evidence of social
concern"; "Same old fundamentalist program of 'pie in
the sky by and by.' "
In spite of these comments, it was amazing how the
overwhelming number of comments were registered on
the positive side. Though many positive statements were
made, one that seemed to dominate the entire conference,
voiced by participating young people over and over
again, was the statement, "Oh, wow!" That seemed to
say it all. Everything about the event was staggering and
thrilling.
It was obvious that Explo '72 was not put together
haphazardly. This was the dream and vision of Campus
Crusade International, an organization founded in 1951
for the purpose of winning and training college students
for Christ. Now it was coming true after two years of
careful planning.
Planning for the conference involved overwhelming
requirements. First of all there were the physical and
material needs to be met. Although the attendance goal
was 100,000, about 80,000 actually registered. No doubt
there were several thousand who attended without
registering. The big question was, "How do you house,
feed, and transport 80,000 people in a city already fully
populated?"
The city of Dallas accepted the challenge and cooperated in every way. Prior to the conference billboards
announced, "Something historic is going to happen
Mr. Kimber is a member of the Messiah College faculty as Instructor
in Bible. He represented the college at Explo '72.
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A view of Dallas skyline with the concluding mass rally of between
150,000-200,000 downtown Dallas on Saturday evening, June 17.

here." The mayor went on television and radio urging
Dallas residents to open their homes to the delegates. A
number of the Dallasites pitched tents in their backyards
and provided sleeping bags. Hundreds of city buses were
placed at the disposal of the conference to take care of
the daily needs of transportation.
Then there was the matter of food. The Dallas
newspaper made the comment that the feeding of the
5,000 recorded in the Bible was a small task compared to
this. Some of the largest caterers refused to tackle the
project. Interestingly enough, the Campus Crusade staff
found a local concern by "letting their fingers do the
walking through the yellow pages." The caterer they
found had advertised (probably only for effect), "We feed
from 10 to 100,000." Explo took them at their word and
the caterer accepted the challenge. One evening meal
consisted of 5,000 pounds of frankfurters, 1,850 gallons
of beans, 7,406 pounds of potato salad, 1,500 gallons of
soft drinks.
The spiritual preparation was no small task either. It
was amazing how receptive the city was to its invaders.
Dallas was not only ready but displayed a sensitivity of
their spiritual need. Someone remarked that the city still
carried a sense of guilt for having had a president
assassinated in their midst; here was an opportunity to
make amends. The youth were ready, inspired, and
enthusiastic in spite of the fact that they had to wait in
long lines to register and for food, and endure days of
high humidity and occasional rain.
Each day was full of training activities in some 65
locations around the city. But the highlight of each day
was the mass rally conducted each night in the Cotton
Bowl. The program would begin at 6:00 and continue
until about 10:00. There was an abundance of music,
spontaneous praises, and a number of testimonies
throughout this time.
I was much impressed with the ethics displayed by the
to page twelve
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FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL
from page ten

night we watched by the bedside of Elder Engle, but there
was nothing that could be done, . . . far from his
children, far from the comforts of civilization, with none
of his family or his relatives, save his devoted wife, by his
side. As it became evident that the end was near, that
heroic mother who had been such a worthy companion in
all his labors, stooped over and imprinted on his face a
kiss for each of their seven sons in faraway America. At 5
p.m. April 3, he breathed his last." We repeat, the
loneliness of the scattered fellowship. The cost of falling
into the ground and dying.
This is the fellowship in the Gospel to which we are
called in 1972. This is the fellowship of Livingstone and
Engle. It likely will not be in the exact setting of
Livingstone and Engle. It may be to service on the high
veldt of Rhodesia or Zambia or on the hot plains of India
in an "he must increase — I must decrease" role. It may
be to the loneliness of the crowded streets of the inner
city. It may be in those thousand andone calls to service
for Christ anywhere and everywhere. It may be in those
individual situations where our wills must yield for the
sake of others in this fellowship in the Gospel. Wherever
it shall be, rest assured the end will be glorious and fully
rewarded.
On this note let me conclude by citing two examples of
how God takes care of his planting and then reading for
you a description of the ultimate in fellowship. Reverend
and Mrs. Robert Moffat were called to work at Kuruman
in South Africa. The field was difficult; the people were
unresponsive; the forces of paganism presented an unbroken front. "We may not live to see it," Mary Moffat
would say to her husband, "but the awakening will come
as surely as the sun will rise tomorrow." A friend in
Scotland wrote to Mrs. Moffat, asking if there was
anything she could send out for the use of the mission.
She replied, "Send us a communion service. We shall
want it one day." Two or three years elapsed and so
fruitless did the work appear that the Directors were
thinking of closing the mission. Then signs of daybreak
appeared. The simple Gospel melted flinty hearts. There
were deep movings of the Holy Spirit. There were six
converts baptized. A service of the Lord's supper was
arranged. The communion vessels which Mrs. Moffat
asked for years earlier arrived on the Friday before that
memorable Sunday. What a reward for courage and
faith! How wonderfully God directs as his children are
willing to be used in the fellowship of the Gospel. He
spans miles of land and sea to honor his planters and
planting.
In 1928 an old African came to me to express his
sympathy in the passing of a missionary whom he knew
well and greatly admired. He said, "We loved him. He

EXPLO '72
from page eleven

youth. The director of the Cotton Bowl commented that
in all the years he had been with the Bowl he had never
witnessed such concern about keeping the premises so
clean. One was very conscious of the fact that these
young people knew what they were doing and were
determined to give positive testimony for Jesus Christ in
every aspect of Explo.
One could not sit in these meetings without being
12

helped us much. He was a man amongst men. But he died
like a dog — he was childless." Henry P. Steigerwald
(the missionary of whom he spoke), after selling a
successful sawmill and lumber business, left his home in
Pavonia, Northern Ohio, in 1901 and went to Rhodesia.
For twenty-seven years he gave himself totally to the
people and the task to which God had called him. In one
sense the old African was entirely correct in his concept.
It is a tragedy that a man of great and good qualities
should die without issue. But I said to that man that day
that he was wrong and I say to you here this afternoon
that he was wrong. Bishop Steigerwald did not die
childless. Physically he left no children; he did die alone.
His body lies in a lone grave in faraway Rhodesia — even
his beloved wife does not lie by his side. Spiritually,
however, he literally has hundreds of sons and daughters.
I have heard from their own lips their expressions of joy
and peace in Christ. I have shared with them in the
fellowship of a great communion service where nine
hundred voices in one grand paean of praise sang these
moving words:
/ thank you Jesus,
For Thy death for me,
You came to set me free,
Lord, that I might be Thine.
I was once in darkness,
I was without righteousness.
You came and illumined me,
Lord, that I might be Thine.
I saw my sin,
I saw Thy love,
Thy mercy conquered me,
Lord, now I am Thine.
Here it is, God's grace bringing together Northern
Ohio and South Central Africa in one glorious
fellowship. This is the fellowship in the Gospel we are
demonstrating here this afternoon. It is to this magnificent task that we have been commissioned by God.
And now for the ultimate in fellowship we go to John
the Revelator. Hear his words: "After this I beheld, and,
lo, a great multitude, which no man can number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the lamb, clothed with
white robes and palms in their hands. And I heard a great
voice out out heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them,
and be their God."
This ultimate in fellowship, in comparison with which
there is nothing earthly.
deeply impressed that this was God's doing. I can still
feel the thrill of hearing these 80,000 chanting "One
Way! One Way!" with their hands held high in praise. I
can still sense the moments when one side of the Cotton
Bowl would cry out "Praise God!" and the other side
would respond with "A-men!" It was impossible to be
there unmoved, unconcerned. Everyone entered into the
spirit of unity and love that was there.
As I attended each night, I was made aware of what a
miracle this gathering was in the light of our perplexing
world. The thought came to me that Christians of the
Evangelical Visitor

Mike Book receiving his prize for winning first place in the Walkathon
while Avery Zook, Jr., second place winner, looks on. (Avery won first
place in last year's Walkathon.)

The Fire of Life from Nappanee, Indiana.

GENERAL CONFERENCE & YOUTH
For the youth, General Conference, 1972 was . . .
. A report from Explo '72.
. Music groups, Fire of Life from Indiana and
Ichthys from Messiah College.
. Mike Book of Illinois winning the Walkathon
with approximately $340.00.
. Eric Alderfer of Ohio commenting on Ashland
Power and Light, a coffee house.
. Quiz teams from Oregon, Pennsylvania (2),
Saskatchewan, and Colorado.
. A hot bus trip to Hueston Woods State Park and
Life Anew with Sonny Cuesta and a rained out
picnic.
. Talking with friends — about a lot of things.
. Rap sessions on "Youth and the Church" and
"What's Happening among B. in C. Youth."
. Carol Heise helping to coordinate the various
activities.
. Meeting eighty other teens at a cook-out and the
cooks scurrying for more food.
. Circulating a questionnaire to the delegate body.
. Sleeping in a tent in a damp sleeping bag.
. "A Celebration of Our Faith" with Ron Niesley
leading and Joe Haines speaking.
. A different communion experience directed by
Bishop R. Donald Shafer.
. Cindy Thomas of Indiana reporting for the
conference bulletin.
. Hearing other teens praise God.
. Quiz director, Roger Witter.
. A ten-mile Walkathon on a warm Saturday
morning; raising approximately $2,700.
. Bible quiz play-offs with the Atlantic Team from
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, achieving the first posi-

tion and the Canadian Team from Delisle,
Saskatchewan, achieving the second position.
An Opinion Board with several announcements
and no opinions.
Summer Service teens Margaret Miller of Pennsylvania and Connie Lofthouse of Ontario
helping in the children's program.
Meetings in the youth tent.
Sharing with a small group an event in the past
week about which you felt particularly happy.
Harry Nigh of Ontario talking about a ministry
to street people in Fort Erie.
Meeting other teens — on your wave length.
Quiz finals in a packed auditorium.
Finding out your opinion is valued.
Clapping for a lot of different reasons; for what
you heard and how you felt.
Watching the quiz finalists join hands as they
sang "We Are One in the Spirit."
Sensing that some of the teens are really "turned
on" about their faith and determining to become
a more effective Christian.

Early church were gathered into the arena of the Roman
Colosseum and, at a given moment, wild animals would
be turned loose upon them. Then I thought of the
German youth, gathered in Berlin with arms extended
chanting, "Heil Hitler!" But now in 1972 in Dallas,
Texas, here were dedicated youth praising God and
accepting the challenge to become effective witnesses for
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Many have questioned the meaning of Explo '72, but I
believe its full impact and meaning will only be known in
future days. The purposes of this gathering were (1) to

bring "turned-on" youth together in order to solidify
their witness by instruction; (2) to expose them to the
largeness of the church; (3) to expose them to the many
service opportunities available; (4) and to encourage
youth to work with the church and to make it a
meaningful vehicle for the Gospel again.
I believe Explo '72 accomplished these goals. This
historic occasion did point up what can be done when
men of vision rise up in our time and dare to believe for
the impossible. It certainly bears repeating, as expressed
before, "Explo '72 —Oh, wow!"

August 10,1972

Quiz News
The quiz passage for the coming year is:
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
For more information write to:
General Conference Quiz Director
Rev, Roger Witter
R. 2
Chambersburg, Pa. 17201
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Church News
College
Flood Damage Minimal at Messiah
Messiah College suffered no major loss
during the June flood which inflicted heavy
damage in the area.
Although the campus creek rose to new
heights, it reached no major buildings.
The main entrance was closed for a few days,
and the emergency entrance was also
threatened. But necessary traffic was maintained.
High waters flooded the new tennis courts,
causing some damage. Both bridges proved
floodworthy.
Members of the campus community shared in
various ways in helping others in the hard hit
Greater Harrisburg community.
Homecoming Date Announced
Messiah College alumni will make their
annual visit to the campus a few weeks later
than usual this year. The date for Homecoming
has been moved from the usual October date to
Saturday, November 4.
Plans for Homecoming on the later date, as
announced by Miss Ruth Hunt, Director of
Alumni Affairs, are designed to coincide with
the dedication of the new Jacob F. Eisenhower
Campus Center on November 4. Alumni will
thus be able to participate in the usual
Homecoming festivities as well as in a major
event in the development of the campus.
Homecoming will feature the traditional
events — sports events, float parade, and
evening rally — plus the Alumni Banquet, which
is moved from the spring to the fall calendar. An
evening concert will climax the day.
The Campus Center is nearing completion
and will be used in the fall semester. It will
house facilities for sports events, large and small
assemblies, dining, bookstore and postal services, and many other functions vital to the
College program.

Missions
International Fellowship Opportunities
Arriving in the United States in time for
General Conference (June 28) were Bishop and
Mrs. P. M. Kumalo of Rhodesia, Rev. and Mrs.
Sampson Mudenda of Zambia, and Rev. Hem
K. Paul of India. Mr. Asao Nishimura, chairman of the Brethren in Christ Fellowship in
Yamaguchi Prefecture. Japan, also visited the
church during the period July 26 to August 9.
The visit to North America by these international representatives of the Brethren in
Christ fellowship comes as a result of their
participation in the Ninth Mennonite World
Conference. Held at Curitiba, Brazil, July 1823, this conference was a most significant
meeting of third world church leaders representing groups with the Anabaptist heritage of
the believers' church. Holding such a meeting in
the southern hemisphere, and encouraging the
active participation of these younger churches,
is a jandmark in the life of Anabaptist churches.
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It recognizes that the kingdom is growing in
good soil around the world.
Sisters Kumalo and Mudenda toured various
congregations under the auspices of the
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle. The
brethren, because of the Brazil Conference,
made a shorter tour. Special effort was made to
get these representatives into as many congregations as possible. More than 60% of the
Brethren in Christ in Canada and the United
States had the opportunity to see at least one of
them in their local congregation. In addition to
their appearances at General Conference and
Roxbury Camp, nearly 70 congregations were
visited.

Conference News
ALLEGHENY
CONFERENCE
The Carlisle Church welcome 24 into its
fellowship on June 25. Also reported in the
bulletin: "A little girl in our Good News Club
has a prize winning poster. Cindy Gephart took
a map of the U.S.A., stylized the letters
"LOVE" over the map, and cutting it into a jigsaw puzzle demonstrated graphically "What the
nation needs now." Rev. Walter Winger is the
pastor of this church.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
The Conoy Church near Elizabethtown, Pa.,
welcomed three into their fellowship June 25.
The pastor is Rev. Allon B. Dourte.
The Elizabethtown Church conducted VBS
June 12-16 with an average attendance of 110.
The project offering totaled $105.00. The money
was used to purchase Bibles, songs and story
cassetts for the Dr. Henry Kreider family from
their church who are missionaries to India.
Twelve girls and boys responded to the invitation to accept Christ as their Saviour. The
congregation welcomed seven into its
membership during May. Twelve young people
and adults were baptized.
The Lancaster Church with its pastor, Rev.
Eber Dourte, welcomed eleven members into its
fellowship June 11.
On June 25 the Maytown congregation held a
consecration service for Rev. and Mrs. Warren
Hoffman. The Hoffmans are the newly assigned
leaders of the V.S. unit in Labish, Oregon.
Pastor Earl E. Herr was in charge of the service.
Daily Vacation Bible School was held at the
Mt. Pleasant Church June 12-21. The offering of
$140.50 was used toward support of one of Rev.
and Mrs. Jacob Shenk's sons who is at the
Youngways Hostel in Bulawayo. Two young
people from the congregation gave their report
on General Conference, July 9. The pastor is
Harry D. Bert.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Rolling Acres Church at McMinnville,
Tennessee reports a service of Baptism for five
applicants June 11. Rev. Gerald Wingert is the
pastor.
On Sunday, May 21, a surprise carry-in
dinner was held at the Sippo Valley Church for
Pastor and Mrs. Archie Penner in honor of their

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Winger, whose 50th
Wedding Anniversary was reported in the July
25th issue of the Visitor.
25th wedding anniversary. Open house was held
from 2:00 to 6:00 at which time many friends
were present.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The King's Players, a drama team from
Asbury College presented "The Mountain" at
the Abilene Church on July 11. The same group
presented "A Mighty Fortress" at the Zion
Church on July 12. Joann Holt from the Zion
congregation is a member of the group.
The Rosebank Church visited the Abilene
High School Auditorium to hear the girls from
the Rebecka Home on Sunday evening, June 11.
Rev. Charles Norman is pastor.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
The "Journeymen," a folk music group from
Boston, Mass., presented a program of
America's favorite hymns and gospel songs in
the Ontario Church on July 16. Rev. Aaron
Stern is pastor at Ontario.
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Chamberlain and five of
their children were guests of the Labish Village
Community Church on J u l y 9. T h e
Chamberlains had been married in the Labish
Church 20 years before and returned on an
anniversary trip. Rev. John Fries, guest speaker,
conducted a marriage ceremony for the married
couples present. After the service the congregation honored the Chamberlains in a reunion
dinner. Rev. Art Cooper is pastor at Labish.

BIRTHS
Besecker: Karen Lynn was born the week of
June 25 to Mr. and Mrs. Gary Besecker of the
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Carr: Cherri Marie, born June 29 to Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson Carr, Free Grace congregation,
Pa.
Heise: Janice Lynn, born May I to Mr. and
Mrs. Vernon Heise, Fordwich congregation,
Ontario, Canada.
Kelley: Roger David, born July 8 to Mr. and
Mrs. Roger Kelley, South Mountain Chapel
congregation, Pa.
Martinec: Wendy Leigh, born May 3 to Mr.
and Mrs. David Martinec, Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Potteiger: Dawn Michele, born June 24 to
Mr. and Mrs. John Potteiger, Mechanicsburg
congregation, Pa.
Shuey: Janel Marie, born June 10 to Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Shuey, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Stence: Anthony Wayne, born July 9 to Mr.
and Mrs. Lester Stence, Free Grace congregation. Pa.
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Correction: The location of Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Keefer, Jr. is Mechanicsburg congregation
instead of Free Grace. (May 25 issue)

WEDDINGS
Deardorff-Myers: Cynthia Kay, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Myers, Fairfield, Pa.,
and William B., son of Mrs. Nellie M. Deardorff and the late Clarence I. Deardorff,
Fairfield, Pa., June 24 in the Iron Springs
Church with Rev. Amos L. Kipe officiating.
Hawkins-Mathewson: D e b o r a h Ann
Hawkins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle
Hawkins, Stevensville, and Kenneth Mathewson, son of Mrs. Ila House, Fort Erie, Ontario,
June 17 in the Bertie Church with Rev. Wilbur
W. Benner officiating.
Nelson-Tanzola: Linda Nelson, Ridgeway,
Ontario, and Joseph Tanzola, Toronto, Ontario, May 5 at the Bertie Church with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Pollard-Davidson: Lois, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Davidson, Garret, Ind., and Carl
Pollard, Harrisburg, Pa., son of Mrs. Cora M.
Pollard and the late Wm. O. Pollard, Decatur,
111., June 20 in the Christian Union Church with
Rev. Carl G. Stump officiating.
Ritchey-Ketner: Joanna R., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Ketner, Saxton, Pa., and
Dennis Lee, son of Rev. and Mrs. Harry Lee
Ritchey, Blandburg, Pa., April 28 at Weldon,
N. C. with Rev. A. D. Byrd, Jr. officiating.

OBITUARIES
Brandt: Mrs. Edna Mae Brandt was born
April 14, 1894, in Lititz, Pa., and died June 29,
1972. She was the widow of John W. Brandt and
is survived by two sons: Rev. J. William and
Henry D.; and two daughters: Mrs. Mary Hoke
and Mrs. Nancy Wilson. Also surviving are six
grandchildren. The service was held in the
funeral home at 130 N. M a r k e t St.,
Elizabethtown, Pa., with Rev. Titus M. Books
officiating. Interment was in the Shenks
Cemetery, Elizabethtown.
Heisey: Lizzie E. (Wolgemuth) Heisey, wife
of Noah Neisey, was born Oct. 31, 1884, and
passed away June 29, 1972, at the Columbia
Hospital. She was a daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
Daniel Wolgemuth. She is survived by her
husband and four children: Anna, Henry, Martin, and Laban. Ten grandchildren and five great
grandchildren also survive. She was a member
of the Manor Brethren in Christ Church.
Funeral services were held at the Cross Roads
Church with Rev. Henry N. Hostetter and Rev.
J. David Harrison officiating. Interment in the
adjoining cemetery.
Hollingshead: Pauline Hollingshead, born
April 8, 1917, in Minersville, died June 7, 1972,
in J. C. Blair Memorial Hospital, Huntingdon,
Pa. She was the daughter of the late Mayberry
and Jennie (Reed) Price. She was united in
marriage to Albert J. Hollingshead on January
22, 1924. Her husband survives, along with two
sons: Albert, Jr., and Robert H.; and two
daughters: Mrs. Robert (Betty) Hoffman, and
Mrs. John (Jean) Suter. Sixteen grandchildren,
three great-grandchildren, two sisters, and a
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Veteran Minister
Goes Home
The Reverend P. B. Friesen, born July 5,
1893, died on July 1, 1972, at the Messiah
Home, Harrisburg, Pa. He was the son of
Jacob and Nellie (Bushman) Friesen. He
was married on November 26, 1914 to Edna
Eyster.
He is survived by his wife and six children:
Jesse, Ralph, Ruth ( M r s . Andrew
Slagenweit), Margaret (Mrs. Orville Heise),
Esther (Mrs. Jack Richwine), and Allene
(Mrs. Alvin Isaac). Eighteen grandchildren,
nine great-grandchildren, and two sisters
also survive.
Brother Friesen was ordained to the
ministry in 1921 and served most of his years
of ministry with the Bethany congregation
near Thomas, Okla. He was elected to the

TRIBUTE TO THE
LATE P. B. FRIESEN

,

With deep feeling I offer the following
tribute to the work and ministry of the late
P. B. Friesen, who so recently went to his
eternal reward. Brother Friesen served with
faithfulness and honor as a minister in the
Brethren in Christ Church. He was ordained
in 1921 and the most of his ministry was
given to the Bethany Church near Thomas,
Oklahoma. He served the church as one of
the Bishops from 1946 to 1957. He also
served the Kentucky Mission field from 1955
through 1964. He was active in the ministry
for 47 years before his retirement and at his
death he had been ordained for 51 years. He
was active in evangelistic work and especially in the eprlidr days of the Oklahoma
Church, engaged in quite a few tent meetings
in new areas.

brother also survive. Four brothers preceded her
in death. Mrs. Hollingshead was a member of
the Church of God in Saxton. Funeral services
were held June 9 from the Masood Funeral
Chapel, Saxton. Rev. Bedsaul Agee, assisted by
Rev. Lee Snyder officiated. Interment was in St.
Luke's Cemetery, Saxton.
Hughes: Mrs. Alda Coy Hughes, born
November 21, 1896, at Saxton, Pa., died June 8,
1972, in the Hillview Nursing Home, Altoona.
She was the daughter of Albert and Mary
(Early) Dick. On Oct. 10, 1917, she was married
to Jesse Wilbert Coy who preceded her in death.
She married William C. Hughes on March 30,
1959, who also preceded her in death. Surviving
are two sons: Martin and Edward Coy; five
daughters: Mrs. Paul (Mary) Davis, Mrs.
Robert (Betty) Hoffman, Mrs. Doyle (Eva)
Querry, Mrs. Albert (Shelby) Stevenson and
Mrs. Ralph (Cora) Jays. Five children preceded
her in death. There are 23 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. Funeral services were held
June 10 from the Church of God, Saxton, of
which the deceased was a member. Rev. Lee
Snyder and Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiated. Interment was in Fockler Cemetery at Saxton.

bishopric in 1946 serving until 1957, the time
of the administrative restructuring. He also
served the Kentucky Church, 1955-1964.
Funeral services were held at the S.
Gerald Weaver Funeral Home in Woodbury, Pa., with his pastor, Titus Books,
officiating. Interment was in the Dry Hill
Cemetery, Woodbury, Pa.

It was a delight to know Brother Friesen.
His clear ministry on the new birth and
holiness was always inspiring and added
strength to any meeting of which he was a
part.
While God's workmen die, the seed they
have sown and the work these servants have
done continues to live on and bear fruit. We
especially pray that God may bless his
memory and that the Lord may give special
sustaining grace to Sister Friesen as she
continues to reside at Messiah Home and to
the rest of the family as they go on from
here. It is our prayer that the mantle of
faithfulness which was Brother Friesen's
may fall on us who remain.
Sincerely yours,
Charlie B. Byers
Moderator, General Conference
Brethren in Christ Church

McCorkle: Enoch McCorkle was born Oct.
12, 1880, in Dauphin Co., Pa. and passed away
July 9, 1972. He is survived by two sisters: Mrs.
Sara Snyder and Mrs. George Riley; three
brothers: Daniel, David and Paul; and several
nieces and nephews. He served as a deacon of
the Hummelstown Brethren in Christ Church
for 30 years and was a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Messiah Home for 17 years.
Funeral services were held from the Bowser
Funeral Home, Hummelstown, Pa., with Rev.
Titus M. Books officiating. Interment in Shenks
Church Cemetery, Deodate.
Winger: Mrs. Elsie Winnifred (Sider)
Winger, born March 5, 1893, died July 11, 1972.
She was married to Enos Winger who preceded
her in death in 1967. Surviving are three sisters:
Mrs. Ada Nowak, Mrs. Alma Nigh, and Mrs.
Ernest Winger. One sister, Mrs. Harv Fretz,
preceded her in death. At the age of ten years
she was converted and united with the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church and was a member
until the time of her death. Funeral services
were conducted by her pastor, Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner, from the Bertie Church. Interment was
in the Bertie Cemetery.
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The Moderator's Word

Reflections
Bishop C. B. Byers
Moderator 1972-1974 Biennium
HE BENEDICTION at the 102nd Annual General
T Conference,
closed a chapter in the history of the

Brethren in Christ Church! Annually, for 102 years, the
brethren ". . . who knew the times" came together to
fellowship with one another and to determine the will of
the Lord for the church as it related to their generation.
While the biennial conference will change the frequency
of such consultations, it will not alter the purpose and
intent of such gatherings. There is a sense in which it may
well intensify the occasion. If the Lord tarries until the
end of this biennium, General Conference will convene
June 30—July 4, 1974. We will then be approaching the
bi-centennial mark in the history of the River Brethren
Church, which had its first organization near Lancaster,
Pa.
From what one can glean from the pages of history,
and the minutes of the past conferences, it is evident that
the brethren sought to relate the work and ministry of the
church to the demands of their times. Let those who can,
observe the church over the past half century and see how
change and development have kept the church in touch
with her generation. As a result she has served that
generation with purpose and to good advantage, both for
the church and for the times.
While change is frequently frightening and sometimes
painful yet it is also both exciting and challenging.
Change inevitably presents new problems — as does the
growing developing child — which calls for new decisions
to meet new situation. It is this process, aided by the help
of the Holy Spirit, that makes the life of the church
viable, keeps her program meaningful, and moves her on
to act redemptively.
Reflecting on General Conference, after one has heard
the propositions, listened to the discussions, and observed
the decisions, even though all of this has been heard with
the ears, on careful reflection one searchingly enquires,
"What did conference say to the church?"
For one thing, it says that change is not over! The
biennial conference is evidence of that. Nevertheless
while there is demand for certain changes it is obvious
that conference wants, first of all more time on the floor
of conference for deliberation about any such changes,

and in the second place, whatever the propositions
adopted or programs approved it wants more time to
implement them at the grass-roots level. These two things
were very much in evidence at this 102nd Annual General
Conference. Now coupled with that was the evident
desire of the conference body to be heard. The lively and
almost intense discussion by times reflected the deep
interest and concern of each member of the conference.
The conference moderator and secretary both are to be
commended for their handling of limited time for
discussion.
Pros and cons were presented in the new approach to
church membership. But its final adoption reflects the
deep desire of both pastors and laymen to find ways to
minister to every segment of our society redemptively.
There is no doubt that this new approach calls for deeper
spirituality than many have heretofore known. To win
individuals for Christ and to be able to get close enough
to them to nurture them in the Lord, so both they and the
church receive benefit was the passion of both pastors
and laymen in the conference. We will do well to pray
that this will result in spiritual progress and numerical
gains.
In trying to minister redemptively to our society,
pastors and laymen alike are constantly confronted with
the problem of divorce and remarriage, and the broken
home and family. This concern resulted in authorization
for a restudy of the denomination's position on this
problem. This authorization expresses a real passion to
help all those vexed with the problem.
Messiah College is determined to serve the church with
quality education within a Christian framework, at an
economic level that will make it possible for those
seeking such education to do so. The new "Covenant
Relationship" adopted by the conference binds both in
solemn trust to assist each other to this end. The concern
expressed on the floor of conference by both old and
young alike, revealed in a new way the close tie between
the college and the constituency of the church.
The church will not grow and thrive by the work of
specialist, is what came through by the change in the
approach to evangelism in this conference. The
traditional evangelist doing the soul winning gave way to
the Clinic on Evangelism. Training laymen, let every one
get involved. Revival time is all the time. Evangelism is
not seasonal. The "fields are always white to harvest." If
the people of this generation will not come to our church
meetings we will take the gospel to them, is what was said
by this new approach. Then too the expression of the
conference to cooperate with the Key '73 Evangelistic
movement, all speaks of a new moving of the Holy Spirit
in winning men for Christ and new outreach for the
church.
Voices from the floor of conference frequently
reminded us of our responsibility for peace and social
concerns in our affluent society. Youth involvement in
the conference and youth voices around the conference
all speak of the continuation of the "faith of our fathers"
and promise recruits for the work of the church. If what
the conference said had to be put into one paragraph it
to page two
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